from small streams in grassland settings to large watercourses with forested shorelines. The riparian strips adjacent to these watercourses were filmed from a helicopter using a video camera connected to a GPS. A scoring method was developed that included several parameters related to riparian condition and which could be seen on the aerial video imagery. The scores were mapped, and the results independently evaluated by a resource inventory specialist. The imagery was transferred to DVD, and together with the scoring results, was distributed to local watershed groups.
About 750 km of riparian area along 18 separate reaches were flown over a period of two days. In general, the quality of the imagery was adequate for The evaluation also Included the following detailed comments:
• Increase the video's resolution so that it is possible to distinguish the species of shorter shrubs.
• Include as part of the classification of riparian condition an assessment on the extent and condition of shrub species such as willows which when abundant in a riparian area indicates pristine or almost pristine condition.
• In addition to a continuous video, the system could also provide overlapping georeferenced high resolution still frames, which can be easily zoomed into to see features in more detail. Once the individual scores were tallied, the breaks were classified as follows:
• Near natural condition fscore of 81-lOOT means that human disturbances and alterations relative to the seven parameters selected for this study appear to be minimal, and vegetation appears to be healthy and in natural condition.
• Moderately impacted ( 
